
  



 

 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE              Prelude on “Amazing Grace” 

arr. David Lasky, © 1994 H.W. Gray Publications 
Ed Swartz, organist 

HYMN            “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 

 
The congregation may be seated. 



 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALLING BELL 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                      Psalm 111:2, 5-10 (NRSV) 
Pastor: Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight 

in them. 
People: He provides food for those who fear him; he is 

ever mindful of his covenant. 
Pastor: He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving 

them the heritage of the nations. The works of his hands 
are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. 

People: They are established forever and ever, to be 
performed with faithfulness and uprightness. He 
sent redemption to his people; he has commanded 
his covenant forever. 
Holy and awesome is his name. 

ALL: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
all those who practice it have a good 
understanding.  His praise endures forever. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION Pastor 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Please join us in unison. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
Your will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 
Name. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 



 

 

GLORIA PATRI                                                                                   HYMNAL #493 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing! 

 
 
 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC            “Trumpet Voluntary for Bells” 
Henry Purcell, arr. Ellen Lorenz 

© 1963 Ellen Jane Lorenz; © 1977 Psaltery Music Publishers 
Sanctuary Handbell Choir 

 

WORD 
FIRST LESSON                                                  Jeremiah 29:1-6 (NRSV) 
 
29 These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent 
from Jerusalem to the remaining elders among the exiles, and to 
the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after 
King Jeconiah, and the queen mother, the court officials, the 
leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, and the smiths had 



 

 

departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the hand of 
Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King 
Zedekiah of Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon. It said: 4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to 
all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
what they produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take 
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 
This ends the first reading.   
 
SECOND LESSON                                           Jeremiah 29:7-11 (NRSV) 
Reader:                                                                                        J. Bottor 
 

7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare. 8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 
Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are among you deceive 
you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie 
that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, 
says the LORD.  10 For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon’s 
seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you 
my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know 
the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and 
not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                    “God of Healing” 

Pastor Jon C. Bauman 
 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING OF THE FAMILY THANK OFFERING 

HYMN FOR DEDICATION OF FAMILY THANK OFFERING 
Please remain seated during the singing of this hymn. 

Members of the Women’s Guild will pass through the congregation to 
collect the Family Thank Offering.  Those who need an envelope for this 

purpose may use an envelope in the pew racks. 
Please designate your gift as “Family Thank offering.” 

Sing to tune “Open My Eyes, That I May See,” words: Rev. Ann D. Lutz 

1. For all the goodness of each hour, 
Friendship and joy, Thy saving power; 
For daily food and rest at night, 
Rain to refresh and sunlight bright. 
Gratefully now, we come in prayer, 
Bringing our gifts and love to share 
With all Thy Children everywhere 
Lord God of all. 

2. Make us aware, Lord, make us see, 
The needs of all humanity; 
Open our ears that we may hear 
Cries of Thy children far and near. 
Prayerfully, Lord, we come to Thee, 
Asking Thy strength, that we may be, 
Helpers to all we hear and see, 
Lord God of all. 

3. Open our hearts, that we may know 
The love Christ shared so long ago. 
Open our lives, and make us live, 
Freely as Jesus may we give. 
Bless now these gifts, that they may bring 
Wholeness and joy, that all may sing 
Praise unto Thee, Our Lord and King, 
Lord God of all.  Amen 

DEDICATION PRAYER 
 



 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

Please join us in unison. 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth:  And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge 
the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pastor 
 
OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Please join us in unison. 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
OUR WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY                     “Thy Perfect Love” 

K. Lee Scott 
© 1995 Choristers Guild 

Women’s Ensemble and Ed Swartz, piano 



 

 

DOXOLOGY All sing 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER Pastor 
 

SENDING 
INVITATION Responsively 
Pastor: Jesus invites us to believe in Him and act on our belief. 
People: He says, “Here I am.  I stand at the door and 

knock; if you hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in.” 

Pastor: When you open your door, we rejoice, as you experience 
Him in your heart and look forward to eternal life. 

People: He says, “If anyone loves me, he will keep My 
word and My Father and I will make our abode 
with him. 

Pastor: Merciful God, we rejoice with You for all who are saved by 
belief and grace and all who keep Your word to love others 
as themselves.  Amen.  

If you have professed faith in Jesus for the first time or have 
committed yourself anew to grow as a disciple, please inform the 

pastor. 



 

 

CHARGE Pastor 
 
BENEDICTION Pastor 
 
THREE-FOLD AMEN All sing                                        HYMNAL #558 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HYMN                         “There is a Balm in Gilead”  

Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue on next page. 



 

 

 

POSTLUDE    

All music shared with permission under our licensing: 
CCLI License #19-14211664 and OneLicense.net #A-701135.  All rights reserved. 

 
THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FLOWER SPONSORS: The altar flowers on today are placed: 

To the Glory of God 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS - We encourage you to pick up a Children’s 
bulletin, available in the Narthex. The bulletins are created each week with 
today’s gospel message for your child to learn via fun activities!  

October 18 - WOMEN’S GUILD - Due to very inclement weather, our first 
meeting for this year has been postponed until Tuesday, October 18 
at 7:00 pm in the parlor. The program will be presented by Penn State 
Extension Master Gardener Joan Pavlicka whose bio can be picked up in the 
narthex. The topic is:  Gardening Your Way…The Possibilities are Endless. 
This Presentation will take you on a pictorial journey of 12 different garden 
sizes and styles. There is a style for everyone.  Small space?  Large space?  
No space? Gardening for wildlife? For visual appearance?  For culinary use? 

http://onelicense.net/?fbclid=IwAR2IyD4Ps0UDPjJcmvuINlxeEu4agTcuPSZqkZw4nt1_ieuOZcl2Kli7SAo
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/a?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCk_kh-fWK1LCerdEiRRYd4Q8JqS4k8U38m3DXYaTpF310pgE1zy6cpxcDN23yTSS9VvWJDqm23v_YyGVd6OHKTE7q7Yvf_rsvvlq71B62ZXSNdDp8kWEtVuFrfkeJNY1dG6lwzlsu-Jv7s8eO5OXIAT0wzeYLr5paPc_rFx0F-k0Oan1QJDVORC-wwgogkqRwCkIcrx4jepcE8sJvvaOeRsjsNyZthaPVcEDOZOp9uH0NXqdx8A6oqHB9rhg47wpklEL3bglw_W52HCHJPyCnG7oW6zEasU4RZ08WdiE89IDDSQkCjlhNAXeaZNDKOR66BGJWlqh1YpnOueSFgt9dEKE3IOUoV&__tn__=%2ANKH-R


 

 

Do you prefer a formal look? A cottage Garden?  Whatever your style and 
space any gardening is good for the soul.   

“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow”…Audrey Hepburn 

Also, today is Family Thank Offering. – the money is earmarked to go to buy 
windows so that the people of Ukraine can move back to their homes. Our 
contact in Poland where they are raising this money is Earlin and Ann Lutz’s 
granddaughter and her husband who live and work in Poland. All of the 
information is in the bulletin and the newsletter.  We ask that you remember 
Jesus words - “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me”. We ask for your generosity in helping these folks 
return to warm, safe homes this winter. We thank you in advance for your 
support.   

October 9 – FAMILY THANK OFFERING - Our Thank Offering tradition 
dates back to the days of the Evangelical and Reformed Church which is the 
predecessor of the United Church of Christ. Before women had any active 
part in the church, they kept small boxes into which they put a penny or 
nickel when they were especially thankful for something. This has been 
compared to the Bible story of the widow's mite in that the women gave 
whatever they could, no matter how small. The boxes with the coins that 
they gave in gratitude throughout the year were brought to church on one 
particular Sunday. This became known as "Thank Offering" Sunday and it 
was the only time each year that women were able to actively participate in 
the worship service.  Over the years the role of women in the church and in 
society has changed and so too, Women's Thank Offering has evolved into 
Family Thank Offering, but it remains an offering of thanksgiving and 
gratitude.     

Our Women's Guild has carried on the tradition of a special Sunday devoted 
to Family Thank Offering and the guild chooses the focus for the offering 
each year. This year we have a very special opportunity to help the people in 
Ukraine.  

We know that many of our members have already given generously to help 
those facing the perils of war. However, through Erin Mary Smolenski and 
her husband Jan, (Erin is the granddaughter of our former pastors Earlin 
and Ann Lutz) we have become aware of a very special project. Erin Mary 
and Jan are living and working in Poland and Jan has become involved with 
the BRDA Foundation, a non-profit volunteer group assisting the Ukrainian 
refugees in several ways.  



 

 

In the spring of this year, the founder of this group led an ad hoc group that 
within a month found housing for more than 5500 Ukrainian refugees 
arriving in Warsaw. They gathered information about the needs of the 
refugees and matched them with people who were willing to share their 
apartments or houses. They made sure that the refugees ended up in places 
that were safe and met their needs. It was an enormous logistical effort with 
impressive results.  

After the success of relocation of these refugees, the BRDA is attempting to 
help other Ukrainians that want to return to their homes. As fall and winter 
approach, finding safe and warm housing is imperative. Shattered windows 
are one of the most significant damages experienced during Russian air 
raids and shelling. Lack of windows means little thermal insulation, a lack of 
security, and a lack of dignified living conditions for those who decided to 
stay in Ukraine or those that want to return there. The goal is to raise 
60,000 Poland złoty, which is approximately $13,000 for windows, 
installation and transportation of supplies to Ukraine.  

The idea of doing something to help these people return to warm, safe 
homes through someone that has a congregational connection with First 
Church appealed to the guild officers and that is what we have chosen as our 
focus for our Family Thank Offering this year.  

Family Thank Offering will be celebrated on October 9. There is a separate 
envelope in your packet for this offering. Checks are to be made payable to 
First UCC and the total of the offering will be sent to the BRDA Foundation 
in Poland for their Ukrainian window project.  

We ask that you remember Jesus words - “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me”. We ask for your 
generosity in helping these folks to return to warm, safe homes this winter. 
We thank you in advance for your support.    

Today - CHURCH PICNIC AT MEMORIAL PARK PAVILLION C – 12:00-
5:00 pm.  There is electric for those who want to bring something hot and 
need to plug it in. The church council will be providing the main entrée:  
hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken, and sausage. Also we have games and if you 
would like to bring a game that you would like to share that would be great. 
We are looking forward to a really fun time!  Due to the Church Picnic 
today, there will not be First Fellowship after the worship 
service today. 



 

 

October 13 - PUB THEOLOGY – Join Pastor Jon at the Trolley Barn on 
October 13, October 27, November 10, and November 24 at 7:00 pm for a 
time of gathering and discussion.  Pub Theology meets on the second and 
fourth Thursdays. 

October 16 – FESTIVAL CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN!  Join us Sunday 
afternoons from 4:00-5:30 pm for Festival Choir rehearsal in preparation of 
Christmas in Quakertown concert on Saturday, December 3.  We hope to see 
you all on Sunday, October 16 – and bring a friend or two! 

October 23 - 3:00 pm - INSTALLATION OF REVEREND JON BAUMAN as 
senior pastor.  There will be refreshments after the service in fellowship hall.  
Please plan on attending and supporting our chosen pastor.  **Please note 
that Pastor Jon has a new email address: pastorjon@firstucc.net.  You 
will start seeing communication from him using this email address.  Any 
emails sent to his old email address will still be accessible to him from his 
new inbox. 

October 29 - FACING THE HOLIDAYS IN THE MIDST OF LOSS - Losses 
are never easy but can be especially challenging with the holidays 
approaching.  Whether it is the death of a loved one, loss of a job or 
relationship, or giving up your home or independence – you may be 
dreading these coming months.  This Grief Workshop on Saturday, October 
29, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon is offered to help.  Pastor Elaine will make use 
of her years of Bereavement Counseling to provide guidance and resources.  
Feel free to bring friends or relatives or come to learn how you can help 
others through some of the hardest days of the year.  Preregistration is 
helpful, but not required.  To RSVP call the office or email 
pastor_elaine@yahoo.com or call/text at 215-915-4370 by October 27. 

October 30 – FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL - 5:00 pm-7:00 pm - Mark your 
calendar and watch for more information to come! 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED SPECIAL OFFERING will be collected this month.  
Feel free to bring your special envelopes in for this offering over the next 
couple of weeks. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - HEAR ME ROAR:  A 5- Series 
from the Old Testament on Daniel – Series Overview:  There’s a reason lions 
are symbols of courage — even their roars (which can be heard up to five 
miles away) tell us how strong they are! And because of God’s promises, we 
can be as strong and bold as lions, too. In this five-week series, the children 
in our Christian Education program will learn important truths from the life 

mailto:pastorjon@firstucc.net
mailto:pastor_elaine@yahoo.com


 

 

of Daniel they’ll want to shout (or roar!), like how we don’t have to give 
up and don’t have to feel alone.  Instead, we can keep learning and not be 
afraid, even when we don’t know the future. Why? Because God is with us!  
Join us each week for this amazing series! 

SCOUTS BSA TROOP 185 NEWS - We’re so thankful for First UCC’s 
welcome and support. But right now, there’s one more thing we really need 
to continue to survive and hopefully, thrive: We need more Scouts! The 
mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make 
ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values 
of the Scout Oath and Law. If you know a parent or grandparent of kids 
from fifth grade to high school, encourage them to visit one of our Scout 
meetings on Thursday nights, 7pm here at First Church.  Troop 185 has an 
exciting outdoor program planned for the 2022-2023 scout year which 
includes backpacking, canoeing, and ice hiking, among other activities.  
Please contact our Troop Committee Chair, Scott Little at 610-969-8289 for 
more information.   

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY - Mr. Dale is currently looking for 
individuals who would enjoy facilitating 1-2 or a 3 week session to start up 
an adult Sunday School class. Topics could be decided among the group and 
additional material can be provided. We currently have an individual willing 
to commit, however one is not enough. Pray about this opportunity, your 
phone might be ringing! 
IT'S KIT TIME AGAIN! - This year the UCC is collecting donations of cash 
and supplies for 4 different types of kits. These are: 

 School kits – est. cost $15 

 Hygiene kits – est. cost $15 

 Period kits – est. cost $14 

 Clean-up kits – est. cost $75 
The recipients are people living in poverty, the homeless, asylum seekers, or 
disaster victims.  Lists of requested supplies will be available in the narthex 
and the hallway by the office.  For more information or to volunteer at the 
sign-up table, call Diana or the Church Office 

ATTENTION ALL BAKERS!! – Christ’s Community Café is in need of some 
bakers to make desserts for our drive-by lunches.  We would like cookies, 
brownies, coffee cakes, cakes, or any kind of bar cookie.  No pies, please, we 
do not have the right containers.  We put the desserts in plastic sandwich 
bags, so that they are easy to give out.  The lunches are given out on the 



 

 

second Saturday of each month, but any time you could bake and drop them 
off would be fine.  We would put them in the freezer till needed.  Your help 
in this would be greatly appreciated as buying desserts becomes expensive.  
If you have any questions, please contact Karen W. or Alyse F.  Call or text 
would be great!  Thank you! 

 



 

 

 


