
  



 

 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE      “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

arr. Norman Johnson, © 1969 Singspiration, Inc. 
Ed Swartz, organ 

HYMN               “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 

 
The congregation may be seated. 



 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALLING BELL 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                             Psalm 113:5-9 (NRSV) 
Pastor:  Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, 
People: who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 
Pastor: He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from 

the ash heap, 
People: to make them sit with princes, with the princes of 

his people. 
ALL: He gives the barren woman a home, making her 

the joyous mother of children. Praise the Lord! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION Pastor 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
Please join us in unison. 

 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
Your will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your 
Name. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GLORIA PATRI                                                                    HYMNAL #493 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing! 

 
 
 
 
 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

COMMISSIONING OF CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS 

The Church School teachers (and all who teach in the congregation and/or 
wider community) stand before Pastor and the congregation. 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, we are all baptized by 
the one Spirit into one Body, and give gifts for a variety of 
ministries for the common good.  Our purpose is to 
commission these persons in the Name of God and of this 
congregation to the special ministry of teaching. 

Pastor addresses the Director of Christian Education. 

Pastor: Are these persons whom you present prepared by a 
commitment to Christ as Lord, by regular attendance at 
worship, and by their knowledge of their duties, to exercise 



 

 

their ministry to the honor of God, and the well-being of the 
Church? 

DCE:  I believe they are. 
Pastor: (to the teachers): You have been called to a ministry in this 

congregation.  Will you, as long as you are engaged in this 
work, perform it with diligence? 

Teachers: We will. 
Pastor: Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of your 

ministry to the honor of God, and the benefit of the 
members of this congregation and its children and youth? 

Teachers: We will. 
Pastor: Let us pray, God of all wisdom and knowledge, give your 

blessing and guidance to all who teach in your church, that 
by word and example they may lead those whom they teach 
to the knowledge and love of you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Pastor: In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission 
you as teachers in this church. 

 
Church School Teacher List 2022-23 

Primary Class (Pre-K thru Kindergarten) 

 Mrs. K. Wallace 
Secondary Class (1st –3rd grades) 

 Mrs. C. Simon 

 Mrs. A. Hahn 

 Mrs. J. Kilhefner 

 Mrs. A. Federsal 

 Mrs. N. Ostrowski (Substitute)  
Apprentice Class (4th–6th grades) 

 Mrs. D. Jones 
Masters Class (7th–9th grades) 

 Mr. D. Wilson 
Director of Music Ministries 

 Ms. J. Davis 



 

 

Church School Association 
Mr. B. Allen 
Mrs. J. Elsner 
Mrs. J. Kilhefner 
Mrs. K. Wallace 
Mr. Dale, Director of Christian Education 
 

WORD 
FIRST LESSON                                              Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (NRSV) 
18 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick.  19 Hark, the cry 
of my poor people from far and wide in the land:  “Is the LORD not 
in Zion?  Is her King not in her?”  (“Why have they provoked me to 
anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”)  20 “The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”  21 For the hurt 
of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of 
me.  22 Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no physician there?  
Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored?  9 O 
that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of 
tears, so that I might weep day and night for the slain of my poor 
people! 
This ends the first reading.   
 
SECOND LESSON                                                   Luke 16:1-13 (NRSV) 
Reader:                                                                                    Dale Slemmer 

16 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man 
who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that 
this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned 
him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? 
Give me an accounting of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 Then the manager 
said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough 
to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to 
do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his 



 

 

master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much 
do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of 
olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, 
and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much 
do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And 
his master commended the dishonest manager because he 
had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the 
children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 
gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.  
10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in 
much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest 
also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is your 
own? 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                       “The Shrewd Manager” 

Pastor Jon C. Bauman 

  



 

 

HYMN                         “Rise Up, O Saints of God” 

Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

Please join us in unison. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth:  And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge 
the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

The congregation may be seated. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Pastor 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

Please join us in unison. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

OUR WORSHIP WITH THINES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY             “I Need Thee Every Hour” 
arr. John Ness Beck and Janet Linker 

© 1978 Beckenhorst Press 
Ed Swartz, organist 

DOXOLOGY All sing 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER Pastor 

 



 

 

SENDING 
INVITATION Responsively 
Pastor: Jesus invites us to believe in Him and act on our belief. 
People: He says, “Here I am.  I stand at the door and knock; if 

you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in.” 
Pastor: When you open your door, we rejoice, as you experience Him 

in your heart and look forward to eternal life. 
People: He says, “If anyone loves me, he will keep My word 

and My Father and I will make our abode with him. 
Pastor: Merciful God, we rejoice with You for all who are saved by 

belief and grace and all who keep Your word to love others as 
themselves.  Amen.  

If you have professed faith in Jesus for the first time or have 
committed yourself anew to grow as a disciple, please inform the 

pastor. 

CHARGE Pastor 

BENEDICTION Pastor 

THREE-FOLD AMEN All sing                                        HYMNAL #558 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN                  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
Those who are able are invited to stand.  All sing. 

 



 

 

 

POSTLUDE    

All music shared with permission under our licensing: 
CCLI License #19-14211664 and OneLicense.net #A-701135.  All rights reserved. 

AFTER TODAY’S SERVICE 
Please don’t leave until you check out fellowship hour at the fellowship hall! 
Join your friends, old and new, for a few minutes to chat and maybe check 
out the goodies! Our church family is Better Together. Fellowship Hour is 
about Loving God by living our faith, Helping Others by keeping in touch, 

and Finding Joy by sharing our news! 
 

http://onelicense.net/?fbclid=IwAR2IyD4Ps0UDPjJcmvuINlxeEu4agTcuPSZqkZw4nt1_ieuOZcl2Kli7SAo
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/a?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCk_kh-fWK1LCerdEiRRYd4Q8JqS4k8U38m3DXYaTpF310pgE1zy6cpxcDN23yTSS9VvWJDqm23v_YyGVd6OHKTE7q7Yvf_rsvvlq71B62ZXSNdDp8kWEtVuFrfkeJNY1dG6lwzlsu-Jv7s8eO5OXIAT0wzeYLr5paPc_rFx0F-k0Oan1QJDVORC-wwgogkqRwCkIcrx4jepcE8sJvvaOeRsjsNyZthaPVcEDOZOp9uH0NXqdx8A6oqHB9rhg47wpklEL3bglw_W52HCHJPyCnG7oW6zEasU4RZ08WdiE89IDDSQkCjlhNAXeaZNDKOR66BGJWlqh1YpnOueSFgt9dEKE3IOUoV&__tn__=%2ANKH-R


 

 

THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FLOWER SPONSORS: The altar flowers on today are placed: 

In Loving Memory of John and Marion Renninger and My Husband, 
Harold, Presented by Marilyn K. 

In Memory of Gertrude and Norma Frank, Very Faithful Members of First 
UCC Many Years Ago, Presented by Sandy Shelly 

In Honor of Alda M., Our Loving Mom and Mom Mom, a Wonderful 80th 
Birthday 

You bring joy to our hearts with your poems 
Which are perfect in every way 

So we send you our love, hugs, and gratitude 
To bring smiles and joy on your birthday. 

We all love you so very much!  Happy Birthday! 

Wendy, John, Brett, Rachel, Alayna, Zack, Audrey, Jay, Liam, Brooke, 
Carlie, Simon, Rich, Kelly, Erin, Sean 

THANK YOU - We would like to thank our church family for all the support 
at the passing of our son/brother. This time has been difficult for our family, 
but your prayers, cards, flowers, phone calls, and visits have given us much 
needed strength.  Jackie M., Diane K., and Dena S. 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS - We encourage you to pick up a Children’s 
bulletin, available in the Narthex. The bulletins are created each week with 
today’s gospel message for your child to learn via fun activities!  

AFTER WORSHIP - JOIN US FOR FIRST FELLOWSHIP in Fellowship 
Hall.  Please sign up to help us provide treats, too! 

September 18 – WELCOME BACK SUNDAY – Sunday School teacher 
commissioning and presentation of Bibles to students. 

September 18 – YOUTHWORX - 6-8:00 pm - Our first meeting at the 
church!  

ATTENTION ALL BAKERS!! – Christ’s Community Café is in need of some 
bakers to make desserts for our drive-by lunches.  We would like cookies, 
brownies, coffee cakes, cakes, or any kind of bar cookie.  No pies, please, we 
do not have the right containers.  We put the desserts in plastic sandwich 
bags, so that they are easy to give out.  The lunches are given out on the 
second Saturday of each month, but any time you could bake and drop them 
off would be fine.  We would put them in the freezer till needed.  Your help 



 

 

in this would be greatly appreciated as buying desserts becomes expensive.  
If you have any questions, please contact Karen W. or Alyse F.  Call or text 
would be great!  Thank you! 

IT'S KIT TIME AGAIN! - This year the UCC is collecting donations of cash 
and supplies for 4 different types of kits. These are: 

 School kits – est. cost $15 

 Hygiene kits – est. cost $15 

 Period kits – est. cost $14 

 Clean-up kits – est. cost $75 
The recipients are people living in poverty, the homeless, asylum seekers, or 
disaster victims.  Lists of requested supplies will be available in the narthex 
and the hallway by the office.  For more information or to volunteer at the 
sign-up table, call Diana or the Church Office 

October 9 - SAVE THE DATE - A church picnic is going to be held at 
Memorial Park on October 9 at noon. More information forthcoming. 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES – We will be placing an order for our 2023 
offering envelopes in the next few weeks.  If you don’t have envelopes and 
would like them in 2023, please let the church office know. 

LAY READERS – If you would like to read scripture once in a while or for an 
upcoming week, please be in touch with the church office. 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 


