GATHERING
PRELUDE
“Prelude”
from Suite No. 1 for Unaccompanied Cello in G Major
BWV 1007
J.S. Bach
Performed by Justin Yoder
HYMN
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
Those who are able are invited to stand. All sing.

(Please continue on next page.)

The congregation may be seated.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALLING BELL
CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 112 (NLT)

(Please join us responsively.)
Pastor:

1 Praise

the LORD! How joyful are those who fear the LORD
and delight in obeying his commands.

People: 2 Their children will be successful everywhere; an
entire generation of godly people will be blessed.
Pastor: 3 They themselves will be wealthy, and their good deeds
will last forever.
People: 4 Light shines in the darkness for the godly. They
are generous, compassionate, and righteous.
Pastor: 5 Good comes to those who lend money generously and
conduct their business fairly.
People: 6 Such people will not be overcome by evil. Those
who are righteous will be long remembered.
SPECIAL MUSIC
“Sarabande”
from Suite No. 1 for Unaccompanied Cello in G Major
BWV 1007
J.S. Bach
Performed by Justin Yoder
CALL TO CONFESSION (Pastor)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Please join us in unison.
Forgive us, O God, for our complacent attitudes and selfserving comforts. We do not relish the thought of
sacrificing for some larger good we cannot see, for people
with whom we find it difficult to identify. We compare
ourselves favorably to many who seem less familiar with
Your purposes than we, forgetting that our true standard
is Christ Jesus. We ask You to take from us all the
bitterness, envy, anger, and lack of compassion that
stands in the way of Your reign. May all we ask of You be
for the common good of all Your children. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI

HYMNAL #493

Those who are able are invited to stand. All sing!

The congregation may be seated.
WORD
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON

Proverbs 13:21; 14:31; 15:6-7;
28:6, 27; 30:8-9 (NLT)
Pastor: Proverbs 13:21: 21 Trouble chases sinners, while blessings
reward the righteous.

Proverbs 14:31: 31 Those who oppress the poor insult their
Maker, but helping the poor honors him.
Proverbs 15:16-17: 16 Better to have little, with fear for
the LORD, than to have great treasure and inner turmoil.
17 A bowl of vegetables with someone you love is better
than steak with someone you hate.
Proverbs 28:6: 6 Better to be poor and honest than to be
dishonest and rich.
Proverbs 28:27: 27 Whoever gives to the poor will lack
nothing, but those who close their eyes to poverty will be
cursed.
Proverbs 30:8-9: 8 First, help me never to tell a lie.
Second, give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just
enough to satisfy my needs. 9 For if I grow rich, I may
deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” And if I am too
poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name.
This ends the first reading.
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 19:16-26 (NLT)
Pastor: 16 Someone came to Jesus with this question: “Teacher,
what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17 “Why
ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only
One who is good. But to answer your question – if you
want to receive eternal life, keep the commandments.”
18 “Which ones?” the man asked. And Jesus replied: “‘You
must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You
must not steal. You must not testify falsely. 19 Honor your
father and mother. Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
20 “I’ve obeyed all these commandments,” the young man
replied. “What else must I do?” 21 Jesus told him, “If you
want to be perfect, go and sell all your possessions and
give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in

heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 But when the young
man heard this, he went away sad, for he had many
possessions. 23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you
the truth, it is very hard for a rich person to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. 24 I’ll say it again – it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 25 The disciples
were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?”
they asked. 26 Jesus looked at them intently and said,
“Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God
everything is possible.”
Pastor: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
“The Cart and the Horse”
Pastor Douglas W. Donigian
HYMN
“We Give Thee But Thine Own”
Those who are able are invited to stand. All sing.

THE APOSTLES CREED
Please join us in unison.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth: And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son,
our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Pastor)
OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Please join us in unison.
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERING REMARKS AND OFFERTORY PRAYER (Pastor)

SENDING
INVITATION
Those who are able are invited to stand. Responsively.
Pastor: Jesus invites us to believe in Him and act on our belief.
People: He says, “Here I am. I stand at the door and
knock; if you hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in.”
Pastor: When you open your door, we rejoice, as you experience
Him in your heart and look forward to eternal life.
People: He says, “If anyone loves me, he will keep My
word and My Father and I will make our abode
with him.
Pastor: Merciful God, we rejoice with You for all who are saved by
belief and grace and all who keep Your word to love others
as themselves. Amen.
If you have professed faith in Jesus for the first time or have committed
yourself anew to grow as a disciple, please inform the pastors.

CHARGE (Pastor)
BENEDICTION (Pastor)
THREE-FOLD AMEN (All sing)

HYMNAL #558

HYMN

“Take My Life and Let it Be”

POSTLUDE
All music shared with permission under our licensing:
CCLI License #19-14211664 and OneLicense.net #A-701135. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN SYMPATHY - We are incredibly sad to share news of the sudden death of
our friend, Cherie R., who passed away on Tuesday, September 21. Please
keep Gregg, their family, their friends, and our whole church family in your
prayers as we mourn Cherie’s sudden passing. We will keep you informed
as services are confirmed.
UPDATE on Ken and Janet's daughter, Sue: Please continue to pray for Sue.
Sue has been receiving chemo, but she has pneumonia and is in ICU. She is
making small improvements, but is still very ill and needs our prayers for
strength and recovery.

WELCOME - Please welcome cellist Justin Yoder to worship with us this
morning. Justin holds degrees in cello performance from Goshen College
and Temple University, where he studied under renowned soloist, Jeffrey
Solow. As a performer, Justin plays with classical ensembles throughout the
region and is a regular pit musician with several of the area’s leading theatre
companies. He is frequently sought after as a studio musician, and his
playing is featured on the soundtracks of several recent films and series
from major distributors, including Netflix, Universal Pictures, and A24.
Justin serves on the faculty of The Haverford Conservatory and maintains a
private cello studio in West Philadelphia for students of all ages. In addition
to his work as a cellist, Justin is an active choral conductor, theatrical music
director, and occasional actor. Thank you, Justin, for sharing your gifts
with us this morning!
This Morning - IT’S BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME! We are back in the
old regular hours of 10:30am - 11:30am starting in room 6. As per CDC
updated guidelines from August 4 for school settings, “universal indoor
masking for all students, staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools,
regardless of vaccination status” is recommended. We will continue with
our ventilation plan and other measures to keep everyone safe! This year we
selected a new curriculum called “Grow.” I am excited to introduce it to the
kids and volunteers. Please register your child(ren) in the following link so
we can plan accordingly. https://forms.gle/wEMi3MdFz8MJyB7A8. We
also ask that you please sign-up with KidCheck if you are not already. You
may also simply reach out to me at sundayschool@firstucc.net and I will be
help to help you! Thank you, Carolina!
This morning - FIRST FELLOWSHIP has started up again in Fellowship
Hall after the worship service. Join us!
LADIES BIBLE STUDY has started up again on Wednesday mornings at
10:00. Join us for light devotions and fellowship. Masking and social
distancing will be observed. If you are interested in attending virtually,
please contact the church office: info@firstucc.net or 215-536-4447.
October 5 – WOMEN’S GUILD – The first Women’s Guild meeting for the
season will be on Tuesday, October 5 at 7:00 p.m. Since this meeting is a
craft night, we will be gathering in Fellowship Hall so that we can spread out
a bit. Masks are optional but if you prefer to wear one, that’s okay. Lenora
Walker will help us to create our angels for our Christmas remembrances to
our shut-ins and if time permits, she will teach us needle felting –

something new to some of us. We hope to make something to add to our
Love packages in February. If you have a glue gun please bring it to the
meeting, along with an extension cord. If you bring one, please label it with
your name. Perhaps a piece of masking tape on the cords would be good. It
is not necessary for everyone to have one so don’t buy one! We have several,
but we could use more. So that we have adequate seating, craft supplies,
and refreshments, please call or email Barbara S. to let us know that you
plan to attend (215-536-4447, womensguild@firstucc.net). We’d like to have
a count of how many are coming by September 30. New faces are welcome!
October 7 - HANDS & HEARTS - LOCAL MISSION PROJECT - We have a
local family that is in need of some local mission work. The single mother
adopted 3 special needs children 10 years ago. Unfortunately, she has now
had 2 strokes and is retiring from work. She has difficulty getting around.
Her home is in need of some repair, and we'd like to get a couple work crews
out there to help with several minor repairs. The church will be covering the
costs. We will have a work crew going on Thursday, October 7 at 5:30 pm.
Pizza will be provided! To volunteer, please call or text Di D. or contact the
church office.
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS – October 10 – PASTOR JON & JULIA’S
MARRIAGE CELEBRATION at Lake Nockamixon between 12:00 and 7:00
p.m. Bring food or drink to share, yard games, chairs, fishing poles, etc.
This celebration will take place near the “picnic area, pavilion, boat rental”
area entering at the main entrance.
October 13 – KNIT ONE PRAY TOO – Next meeting of the prayer shawl
ministry at 6:30 in the Chapel.
We have been blessed to have Carolina take on the role of the Director of
Christian Education. At this time Carolina has accepted a full-time job offer
and will no longer be able to act as our director. If you or anyone that you
know would be interested in our Director of Christian Education position,
please contact the office at info@firstucc.net. Thank you, again, Carolina!
---If you are experiencing any cold/flu/COVID symptoms, please remain at
home.
----

