Sunday, August 30, 2020
Order of Worship
PRELUDE
Performed by Ed Swartz

“Prelude on Joy in the Morning”

by Natalie Sleeth
arr. Joel Randy
© 2013 Hope Publishing Co.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsively)
Pastor:
Praise the Lord!
People: Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty heaven!
Pastor:
Praise Him for His mighty works; praise His unequaled greatness!
People: Praise Him with the lyre and harp; praise Him with strings and
flutes!
Pastor:
Praise Him with a clash of loud; praise Him with clanging cymbals.
People: Let everything that breathes sing praises to the Lord!
CALL TO CONFESSION (Pastor)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
All knowing God, we are here because we went through doors of Your
choosing. We chose to enter the door to the faith that our parents
promised to teach us at our baptism. We have entered the door to
unselfishness and love rather than to pride and exploitation. We confess
that we sometimes look back. We sometimes want to forget others and go
for what we want.
Please forgive us for looking back. Help us keep doors, that we have rightly
closed, in the locked position. During this virus, keep our eyes focused on
keeping ourselves and others safe. We place our hope in You. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Pastor)
WORD
THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON
17 When

Exodus 3:17-18; 14:5-13, 19-31 (NLT)

Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the main road
that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route to the
Promised Land. God said, “If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their
minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led them in a roundabout way through the
wilderness toward the Red Sea. Thus the Israelites left Egypt like an army ready for
battle.

14 5 When word reached the king of Egypt that the Israelites had fled, Pharaoh and his
officials changed their minds. “What have we done, letting all those Israelite slaves get
away?” they asked. 6 So Pharaoh harnessed his chariot and called up his troops. 7 He
took with him 600 of Egypt’s best chariots, along with the rest of the chariots of Egypt,
each with its commander. 8 The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt,
so he chased after the people of Israel, who had left with fists raised in defiance. 9 The
Egyptians chased after them with all the forces in Pharaoh’s army—all his horses and
chariots, his charioteers, and his troops. The Egyptians caught up with the people of
Israel as they were camped beside the shore near Pi-hahiroth, across from Baalzephon. 10 As Pharaoh approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked when
they saw the Egyptians overtaking them. They cried out to the Lord, 11 and they said to
Moses, “Why did you bring us out here to die in the wilderness? Weren’t there enough
graves for us in Egypt? What have you done to us? Why did you make us leave Egypt?
12 Didn’t we tell you this would happen while we were still in Egypt? We said, ‘Leave us
alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It’s better to be a slave in Egypt than a corpse
in the wilderness!’” 13 But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and
watch the Lord rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again.
14 The Lord himself will fight for you. Just stay calm.”
19 Then

the angel of God, who had been leading the people of Israel, moved to the rear
of the camp. The pillar of cloud also moved from the front and stood behind them.
20 The cloud settled between the Egyptian and Israelite camps. As darkness fell, the
cloud turned to fire, lighting up the night. But the Egyptians and Israelites did not
approach each other all night. 21 Then Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the Lord
opened up a path through the water with a strong east wind. The wind blew all that
night, turning the seabed into dry land. 22 So the people of Israel walked through the
middle of the sea on dry ground, with walls of water on each side! 23 Then the
Egyptians—all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and charioteers—chased them into the
middle of the sea. 24 But just before dawn the Lord looked down on the Egyptian army
from the pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw their forces into total confusion. 25 He
twisted their chariot wheels, making their chariots difficult to drive. “Let’s get out of
here—away from these Israelites!” the Egyptians shouted. “The Lord is fighting for
them against Egypt!” 26 When all the Israelites had reached the other side, the Lord
said to Moses, “Raise your hand over the sea again. Then the waters will rush back and
cover the Egyptians and their chariots and charioteers.” 27 So as the sun began to rise,
Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the water rushed back into its usual place. The
Egyptians tried to escape, but the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 Then the waters
returned and covered all the chariots and charioteers—the entire army of Pharaoh. Of
all the Egyptians who had chased the Israelites into the sea, not a single one survived.
29 But the people of Israel had walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground, as
the water stood up like a wall on both sides. 30 That is how the Lord rescued Israel from
the hand of the Egyptians that day. And the Israelites saw the bodies of the Egyptians
washed up on the seashore. 31 When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the

Lord had unleashed against the Egyptians, they were filled with awe before him. They
put their faith in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON

Exodus 15:22–24, 27, 16:1-3, 11-14,
19-20, 23-24, 35, 17:1-2, 5-6 (NLT)

22 Then

Moses led the people of Israel away from the Red Sea, and they moved out into
the desert of Shur. They traveled in this desert for three days without finding any
water. 23 When they came to the oasis of Marah, the water was too bitter to drink. So
they called the place Marah (which means “bitter”). 24 Then the people complained and
turned against Moses. “What are we going to drink?” they demanded.
27 After

leaving Marah, the Israelites traveled on to the oasis of Elim, where they found
twelve springs and seventy palm trees. They camped there beside the water.
16 Then the whole community of Israel set out from Elim and journeyed into the
wilderness of Sin, between Elim and Mount Sinai. They arrived there on the fifteenth
day of the second month, one month after leaving the land of Egypt. 2 There, too, the
whole community of Israel complained about Moses and Aaron. 3 “If only the LORD had
killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned. “There we sat around pots filled with meat and
ate all the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this wilderness to starve
us all to death.”
11 Then

the LORD said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the Israelites’ complaints. Now tell
them, ‘In the evening you will have meat to eat, and in the morning you will have all the
bread you want. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’” 13 That evening
vast numbers of quail flew in and covered the camp. And the next morning the area
around the camp was wet with dew. 14 When the dew evaporated, a flaky substance as
fine as frost blanketed the ground.
19 Then

Moses told them, “Do not keep any of it until morning.” 20 But some of them
didn’t listen and kept some of it until morning. But by then it was full of maggots and
had a terrible smell. Moses was very angry with them.
23 He

told them, “This is what the LORD commanded: Tomorrow will be a day of
complete rest, a holy Sabbath day set apart for the LORD. So bake or boil as much as
you want today, and set aside what is left for tomorrow.” 24 So they put some aside
until morning, just as Moses had commanded. And in the morning the leftover food
was wholesome and good, without maggots or odor.
35 So

the people of Israel ate manna for forty years until they arrived at the land where
they would settle. They ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.

17 At the LORD’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of
Sin and moved from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there was
no water there for the people to drink. 2 So once more the people complained against
Moses. “Give us water to drink!” they demanded. “Quiet!” Moses replied. “Why are you
complaining against me? And why are you testing the LORD?”
5 The

LORD said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the people. Take your staff, the one you
used when you struck the water of the Nile, and call some of the elders of Israel to join
you. 6 I will stand before you on the rock at Mount Sinai. Strike the rock, and water will
come gushing out. Then the people will be able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock as
he was told, and water gushed out as the elders looked on.
Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

“God Listens”

Jon Bauman, Director of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries

SPECIAL MUSIC
“River in Judea”
Marcus and Feldman
Performed by Virtual Chancel Choir & Ed Swartz Arr. Leavitt, © 1992 Shawnee Press
This anthem’s video is available to view on YouTube worship version.
Thank you to those who made this anthem possible: under the direction, production of
video and audio by Nancy Chmielewski, recording of vocalists by themselves, photos
submitted by our Church Family
THE APOSTLES CREED (Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: And in
Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
SENDING
INVITATION
Pastor:
Jesus invites us to believe in Him and act on our belief.
People: He says, “Here I am. I stand at the door and knock; if you
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in.”
Pastor:
When you open your door, we rejoice, as you experience
Him in your heart and look forward to eternal life.
People: He says, “If anyone loves me, he will keep My word and My
Father and I will make our abode with him.
Pastor:
Merciful God, we rejoice with You for all who are saved by
belief and grace and all who keep Your word to love others
as themselves. Amen.
(If you have professed faith in Jesus for the first time or have committed yourself
anew to grow as a disciple, please inform the pastors.)
CHARGE
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
“When Morning Gilds the Skies”
Joseph Barnby
Performed by Edward Swartz
arr. Jason D. Payne
© 2015 Lorenz Publishing Company
All music performed and Streamed with permission under our licensing:
CCLI License #19-14211664 and OneLicense.net #A-701135
All rights reserved.

