January, 2019

LETTER FROM THE DONIGIANS
Christmas is approaching as we write to you, and we will be approaching Epiphany in the New Year by time you read
this. Yet Christmas will still be on our minds. Christmas, the time of giving – and giving back.
So we would like to take a bit of time to thank you for Christmas gifts you have given us.
The greatest gift has been your presence. When we lead worship, we can be sidetracked by the necessity to keep on
schedule or the idiosyncrasies of our sound system or even the weather. But, when we come in and turn to welcome
you and make announcements, our hearts find peace, and our spirits feel joy because you are there. We are among
our church family, and that feels so good. Through Advent and Christmas Eve, that was a lot of peace and joy. Thank
you!
Another gift to us has been music. Leading up to Christmas, all our choirs and singers and bells and instrumentalists
carried us away from worldly concerns to comfort, peace, and exhilaration. This is like being on a gift-of-the-week
plan. Thank you!
Still another gift has been your support of the mission God has given us – to proclaim Jesus’ Good News of God’s love
and offer of salvation. This message continues, encouraging us to complete God’s plan by changing our hearts. Your
continued sharing of time, talents, and treasure uplift us and allow God’s work to continue. You have continued to
financially support our many activities, whether they happen here at First Church or Camden, NY, or the Schuylkill
Association, or even further away, we know you give because God has so richly given to us. We have seen such
evidence of changed hearts, of you helping others with your time and resources. Dinners, cookbooks, gift bags, prayer
shawls, stage construction, community dinners, fund-raisers for good works, Vacation Bible School, the mission trip,
caroling, lock-ins… Thank you!
We have too many gifts to fit in one room. They fill our church.
Pastors Doug and Joyce

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you to all who donated to the Quakertown Food Pantry this season. With the help of those attending the
Compassionate Friends were able to deliver over 148 lbs. of non-perishable foods.
NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES - The new offering envelopes are here and available on the table in the hall outside the
Church Office. If you know that you will be unable to pick up your envelopes, please call the Church Office to make
arrangements to have them mailed to you upon their arrival.
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER - Call the church telephone answering machine, which will be updated with the
latest information (215-536-4447) or you can check Channel 69 website at www.wfmz.com (click on “school
closings,” click on “church/worship/ libraries.”)

UPPER BUCKS CODE BLUE SHELTER – If you know someone who is lacking inside shelter in Upper Bucks County
during periods of extreme, life-threatening weather (temperature or wind chill of 26 degrees F or below) between
November 15 and April 15, room is available at the Upper Bucks Code Blue Shelter located at the Quakertown Masonic
Lodge, 501 W Broad St, Quakertown, PA from 9:00 pm to 7:00 am the following morning. A hot meal and hot breakfast
will be provided. Car rides to the shelter are available from the Turkey Hill at Ottsville/Harrow and the Landis'
Supermarket in Perkasie Square at 7:45 p.m. at both sites. To request a ride, please call 267-450-5191 before 7:15 PM
and leave your name, your phone number, and which site you want to be picked up from, and our transportation
volunteers will pick you up and bring you to the shelter, returning you to your pickup site in the morning. The Upper
Bucks Code Blue Shelter is a ministry of Advocates for the Homeless of Upper Bucks (AHUB).
THE LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY PROGRAM (LIHEAP) may be able to help keep families safe and healthy. You can
call the National Energy Assistance Referral (NEAR) project for more information. This is a free service providing
information on where you can apply for LIHEAP. Call 1-866-674-6327.
STAYING CONNECTED with First Church has never been easier. Weekly emails are sent with all the latest news,
announcements, electronic versions of this newsletter days ahead of the mail. Simply email the church office at
info@firstucc.net and we will add you to the emailing! Also, if you are on Facebook, we offer event announcements
and reminders, Bible lessons, videos, and pictures at our Facebook pages. Simply “like” “First United Church of Christ
– Quakertown” and/or “Youth Worx” and you’ll always have the latest news! Don't forget to invite your Facebook
friends to also like the Church's Facebook pages.
HEAD START FAMILY NEEDS ASSISTANCE – One of our Head Start families is in need of transportation for their
preschooler on Thursdays and Fridays for about 1 month. If you can help, the child needs to be picked up at 471 S
Tenth Street and brought to school at First Church at 9:00 a.m. and then returned home at 3:00 p.m. Please contact
the Church Office for more information. Thank you!
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT – SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP - Come out at 5:15 p.m. for our Sunday Evening service in the
Chapel for a time of music, teaching, and discussion. Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of every month.
GIANT GIFT CARDS are on sale on the first Sunday of every month in the Narthex after the service. YouthWorx has a
limited supply of gift cards in stock, ready for you. Thank you.
GIRL SCOUTS AT FIRST CHURCH – Did you know that we have five Girl Scout troops that meet at First Church? If you
have a little girl that is interested in making new friends, in learning to lead with confidence, and planning adventures,
contact the Richland Service Unit 615 rsu@yahoo.com for more information.
TUESDAY NIGHTS AT FIRST CHURCH – Zumba instructor, Karen Sylsberry, from Quakertown YMCA, leads an hourlong class of this energetic dance fitness program to Latin-inspired music. First UCC members are $5! Non-members
and walk-ins are $8. Punch cards are available for an even greater value! Every Tuesday night in Fellowship Hall from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Typically, classes have at least 20 persons and about half of them are from First Church – so come
and join the fun!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES so please join us. First Family (baby - 2 years), Faith Factory (ages 3 – 14) and
High School students will meet in classroom #6. All other classes will begin in their class location. You are welcome to invite
friends and family to join you, everyone is always welcome at First Church! If you have any questions, please contact Linda
Friday in the Church Office.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY - Join the girls on Wednesday mornings from 10:00-12:00 in the Chapel for Biblical study,
prayer, and fellowship. We are working through the Max Lucado DVD series, Traveling Light, which focuses on the
promises of Psalm 23. Come every week or just when you can make it! Everyone is welcome!

ADULTS IN THE CHAPEL - A NEW YEAR: A NEW TIME: Sundays 10:30-11:30 a.m. - January 6 and January 13: "I Can
Only Imagine."(DVD)
"I Can Only Imagine."
"Surrounded by Your glory
What will my heart feel
Will I dance for you Jesus
Or in awe of You be still
Will I stand in your presence
Or to my knees will I fall
Will I sing hallelujah
Will I be able to speak at all
I can only imagine
I can only imagine."
It’s the song that brings ultimate hope to so many …often in the midst of life’s most challenging moments. Amazingly,
the song was written in mere minutes by MercyMe lead singer, Bart Millard. In reality, those lyrics took a lifetime to
craft. Although he found faith at a young age, life wasn’t easy for Bart. He leaned into an active imagination and his love
of music as escapes from a troubled home life. As he grew older, Bart turned to football in hopes of somehow
connecting with his abusive father. But a career-ending injury—combined with the vision of a teacher who saw
unlimited potential—set Bart on a musical pathway. Chasing a dream while running from broken relationships with
his father and Shannon, his childhood sweetheart, Bart hits the road in an old, decrepit tour bus with his new band
MercyMe—named for his grandmother’s favorite expression. With the guidance of a grizzled music-industry insider,
the band begins a journey none of them could ever have imagined. “I Can Only Imagine” stars J. Michael Finley,
Madeline Carroll, Trace Adkins, Priscilla Shirer, with Cloris Leachman and Dennis Quaid. A gripping reminder of the
power of forgiveness, “I Can Only Imagine” beautifully illustrates that no one is ever too far from God’s love—or from
an eternal home in Heaven.
January 20: No Class: Annual Congregational Meeting
January 27: "Unshakable Hope: Building Our Lives on the Promises of Hope." (DVD and Handouts) - New from Max
Lucado. In “Unshakable Hope,” Max Lucado unpacks 12 of the Bible’s most significant promises, equipping you to
overcome difficult circumstances by keeping your focus on the hope found in the promises of Scripture.
May Peace, Hope, Health and Prosperity find their way to your door this coming year! Blessings, Lisa M.

NOTES FROM JON BAUMAN
January 4-6 - Winter Retreat - We will be going to Camp Men-O-Lan this year for our winter retreat for those in grades
7-12, as well as for those aged 18-24! Volunteers and drivers needed.
First UCC YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Yes, I/we want to give support to the First United Church of Christ Youth Scholarship Fund and help underwrite the
cost of the Winter Youth Retreat. (Please fill in this form and return it with your contribution to First United Church of
Christ.)
____$100.00
____$50.00
____$25.00
____$10.00
Please make your tax deductible check payable to First United Church of Christ and mail it to us at 151 S Fourth St,
Quakertown, PA 18951. Thank you for your support!
Name:___________________________________________

COMMUNION
Holy Communion will be celebrated on Epiphany Sunday, January 7 at the morning service at 9:15 a.m. and at the

evening service at 5:15 p.m.

COOKBOOK THANK YOU
A journey which begin in July as an idea and an answer to fundraise for Fellowship Hall stage upgrades, has come to
fruition in December. Each month led to its own lists of people, ideas, meetings, drafts, and list of lists. Midway through
the developing of this cookbook, a goal of making and selling 300 cookbooks was set. It was thought that in order to
accomplish this goal, cookbooks would be sold within the church to the congregation, at Christmas in Quakertown,
QMPO Craft Show, and around downtown Quakertown. Before December 1, it became evident that we would surpass
this by sales of the First Church Congregation alone. Following the completed assembly of the first 300 books, an
additional 100 books were produced, followed by a third printing.
Many thanks and appreciation to all for your support of our 55th Year Commemorative First UCC Cookbook. What a
gift!
Many hours at church and at home brought this book together through artwork, photography, collecting recipes,
typing, formatting, binding, proofreading, selling cookbooks and more. This cookbook, a labor of love and dedication,
could not have been completed, nor dreamed of, without Art, Cheryl, Audrey, Bessy, Pastor Doug, Pastor Joyce, Bruce,
Judy, Amanda, Lisa, Joan, Joe, Nancy, Karen, Lisa, Ray, Ryan, Shirley, Sharon, Victor, John, Martha, Lenora, and the
support and enthusiasm of the First Church congregation. By the end of the year, we are hoping to sell our 400th
cookbook. This has been a wonderful beginning in fundraising for the fellowship hall future stage upgrades.
Cookbooks are still available to purchase through the church office. God has blessed us with His family, love, and over
350 recipes to enjoy. Joy to all, Lisa M.
COOKBOOKS: WHITE BINDER INTEREST? We are all sold out! However, there have been many questions as to
whether we will make more of the white binder cookbooks. If you are interested in purchasing a white binder
cookbook, please call the church office and let Lisa Jorgensen know how many you would like to order. This will allow
us to know how many binders to order as we still have some supplies remaining to make binders. Binder Cookbooks
will be $18.00.
EVEN THE BEST COOKS MAY SOMETIMES MAKE A MISTAKE – A couple of our recipes were submitted and/or
printed with omission of ingredients. If you know of any error, please report it to the church office and we will be happy
to pass the information on in a newsletter. Please add this information to your cookbooks:
Pg. 10 Cranberry Swirl Coffee Cake (Pastor Joyce)

Add 2 c. flour to ingredients list & add w/sifted dry ingredients

Pg. 149 Macaroni and Cheese (SueEllen)

Add 3 Tbsp. flour to ingredients list

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Save the date for this once a year important meeting, Sunday January 20. It will begin at 10:30 am in Fellowship Hall.
Coffee, tea, and water will be available during the business meeting. Luncheon will follow the meeting. Mark
your calendar to come, participate, and enjoy. Please indicate your attendance at the S.I.G.N. table to let us
know that you are attending. Thank you, Karen Wallace, Council President


Church Council Nominations – Each year the terms of three Elders and three Deacons on our Church Council
expire. Those whose terms expire now are:
 Elders: Alyse F. (who is continuing for an extra year as president and deacon), Bill N., Karen W.
 Deacons: Joe J., Karen M., and Joe R.
We express our thanks to them for their faithful service to Christ within the family of First Church. We are
thankful for the leadership they have given to us in the work of Christ’s Church.
It is the responsibility of Church Council (according to the Constitution and By-Laws) to nominate one person
for each vacant office. The Church Council hereby nominates the following for the Congregation’s approval
and election on Sunday, January 20:
 Elders: Joe J., Karen M., and Joe R.

 Deacons: D. Drennan and R. Miller
These hereby nominated meet the Constitutional requirements. They have met with the Pastors and been
appraised of the duties involved. They have agreed to serve faithfully if/when elected, and we commend them
to you for election on Sunday, January 20. Nominations from the floor will also be considered on January 20.
If you are interested in serving or have questions about serving on Council, please speak to the Pastors.


Budget: A summary of the proposed Budget for 2019 will be available for your review and can be picked up
in the Narthex in January. Church Council will ask for your approval of these budget estimates at the
Congregational meeting. We ask for your generous support each week in order that we may carry on the
work of Christ well.
Agenda for Annual Congregational Meeting
Opening Prayer
2018 – Overview by Pastors Donigian and Karen W.
2019 – Looking Ahead
Treasurer’s and Auditor’s Reports
2018 Financial Summary
Old Business
New Business:
Expiring Council Persons Terms
Nominations for Elders and Deacons
2019 Budget Presentation, Questions, and Congregational Vote
Other New Business
Final Comments
Closing Prayer of Obedience, Affirmation, and Commitment
Luncheon Immediately Following Business Meeting

CONSTITUTION
Council recommends that we make a small amendment to our constitution. This announcement anticipates a request
for congregational approval during the January 2019 Annual Meeting. The amendment would be an added sentence
at the end of Section #46 under Article 11, “Properties.” The added sentence would be: “If First UCC Quakertown would
in the future dissolve as a nonprofit organization, all allowable remaining property of the congregation and all monies
and legacies will be donated to registered, nonprofit charities.”
We have no intention of dissolving. However, our Conference recommends that we have such a statement in our
bylaws. Many UCC churches have such a statement but we do not. Without such a statement, if this worst were to
happen, we might be setting future generations up for legal attack. Moreover, this language will make us eligible for
certain grants. If you have questions, please talk with the Pastors.

COUNCIL NEWS
At the regular meeting of the church council, led by Karen, on December 10, the following matters of business were attended
to:
● The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and the bills were approved to be paid. The next meeting of
council is scheduled for January 14.
● Annual Congregational Meeting agenda and details were planned for meeting scheduled to take place immediately
after worship on Sunday, January 20.
● Council approved the wording of additional language to be added to Constitution and By-Laws, regarding the
receipt of grant monies. Said article to be brought before the congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 20.
● Property brought up matters of carpeting in Narthex.

● Kitchen ministries reported on their first-ever cancelled community supper. Ham dinner is scheduled for
December meal.
● Missions sold 53 quarts of soup on December 9.
● Sacraments reported that 117 persons communed on December 2, Advent Communion.
A NOMINATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED for 2019 Church Council. If you are interested in serving, or if you have questions
about serving on Church Council, please speak to the Pastors or any Council member.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
A summary of the proposed Budget for 2019 will be available for your review and can be picked up in the Narthex in
January. It will present our estimates of income and expenses in our two main operating funds—the “Current” Fund
and the “Mission and Outreach” Fund. It is an attempt to reflect the financial realities we face given current economic
times and the world we live in. Please plan to review it and to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting on January
20.
ELECTRONIC GIVING - Start the New Year by Switching to Electronic Giving - Simplify your life by giving electronically!
Many of us pay most of our bills electronically. Why not contribute to your church the same way? First UCC wants to
remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic Fund
Transfer is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account.
As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms are available in the
Church Office. They can be used to start electronic giving, change what you are giving or stop electronic giving at any
time. If you have questions, ask Steve Clark.

FIRST FRIDAYS
In the newly renovated space in Fellowship Hall, we are planning a series of events in 2019 beginning with Friday,
February 1. On the first Friday evening of each month, beginning with February, we will have a program of interest
and fun for all of you. Suggestions are welcome. Our first event may be screening of an independent movie, “Gray
Matters,” made by the Donigians. Further information as the time approaches.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
January 1 – Happy Birthday to Dorothy Martin!
Please join us in celebrating with Dorothy by sending cards to them at home or through the Church Office.

KITCHEN MINISTRIES
DECEMBER COMMUNITY DINNER - Fellowship Hall was almost full at our December dinner. 107 guests and a few of
us, were served baked ham with pineapple sauce, glazed sweet potatoes, green beans, tossed salad, drinks and dessert.
The Blessing Bags were very much appreciated by everyone. There were Wawa items available too. The Blessing Bags
were also given to our Head Start families. It was a very festive evening. Please join us on Thursday, January 17 at 5:30
p.m. for our next dinner. If schools are closed, the dinner will be cancelled.
JANUARY FOOD PANTRY Items of the Month are: Canned Soups (Hearty, Tomato, Chicken Noodle, and Chili) and Hot
Cereal. (Food Pantry Items of the Month are coordinated with predictable sales cycle for each calendar month.)

LOVE PACKAGES 2019
The Women’s Guild will again be sending Love Packages to our college students and service personnel in February. It
is difficult to keep track of all of our students and those serving our country. If you know of students or someone in the
service, please get the mailing information to the guild as soon as possible. This includes college students that are living

at home. Even if you provided the information last year and it has not changed, please let us know so that we are sure
we have the correct address!
If you wish to join us in this project, we would accept cash donations, checks (payable to Women’s Guild) or any of the
following items: quick and easy microwaveable meals such as mac and cheese and packages of soup or noodle meals
(PLEASE no cans or liquids), oatmeal, flavor packets for water, hot chocolate packs, individual snack crackers, cookies,
protein bars, microwave popcorn, hard candy, gum, or other sweet treats. Items must be commercially packaged.
Homemade food is not recommended and we cannot accept outdated items.
We can also send non-food items such as puzzle books, pens, pencils, post-it notes, highlighters, fragrance free dryer
sheets or dry laundry detergent tablets. We have to be careful not to have fragrances that will transfer to the food!
Due to postal regulations, we cannot send anything liquid.
Please don’t bring the items to the church until after January 20. Place items in the box marked “Donations for
Love Packages” in the Parlor. Deadline is February 3. Contact Barbara or Judy womensguild@firstucc.net if you have
any questions.

MISSIONS
ONE DREAM MISSION TEAM - The 2019 Mission Team is beginning their fundraising efforts for the trip in July 2019. If you
have not participated in the trip before and would like additional information, please contact the Church Office or speak to
Dean, Cheryl, Jon, or Linda. Teens who are currently in 9th grade or older are eligible to attend. The 2019 team will be
servicing the residents of Camden, New York area, as the need for help is great. The type of work that has been done in the
past and is expected to be on the list of tasks in 2019 are things such as:
 Repairing/replacing roofs
 Replacing windows
 Building ramps
 Building pole barns, and
 Other important projects to keep the residents “warm, safe, and dry.”
The mission trip has been a life-changing experience for most people that attend, including adults. If you are an adult with
skills to share with the teens, please consider spending this week with them. You will be amazed with what they learn, what
they do, and how it changes their life and possibly even yours.

SYMPATHY
On December 2, Brooke’s grandfather, William Ryan, passed away.
On December 3, John Kelso passed away.
On December 4, Elizabeth Tarantino passed away.
On December 7, Richard Miller passed away.

THANK YOU
The family of Richard Miller would like to express their appreciation to everyone taking part in his “Celebration of Life”
Service, December 15 at First U.C.C. Special thank you to Pastors Doug and Joyce Dongian, Ed and Jon, the Quakertown
Masonic Lodge for their farewell service, and Beth and Dean. It is an honor and a humbling experience to know how
willingly you all did your special part and brought “joy” at a very difficult time. We are blessed. (Not printed in the
obituary for Richard Miller, the family would like to inform their church family that contributions in Richard’s memory
may be made to First Church. Thank you.)
To the Women’s Guild, Thank you so much for your kind donation. Our troop appreciates your thoughtfulness!
Sincerely, Troop #2781, Arlene, Wendy, Aurora, Lillian, Tamara, and Hailey, Thank youuuuuu!-Cami, Thank you so
much – Lilly and Evie

To all my Guild member friends, A big thank you to all who helped us after Frank’s service. The cookies were great. A
very special thank you to Barbara and Jimmy for their most appreciated help with everything. Also, your gift of money
towards my perm was so much appreciated! I need to be “spruced up” a bit – “Dear Frank” would have totally agreed!
Love, Marilyn
Dear Women’s Guild, Thank you for your generous donation! Girl Scout Troop 2779, Ellen, Leia, Cora, Sydney, Mikayla,
Alexis, Mary Ashlyn, Nicole, Trinity, Sophia, Mazie, Phoebe, Rebecca, Larissa, Mya, Jaelyn, Autumn, Thank you!!-Janelle,
Thank you!-Kelly

WOMEN’S GUILD
The February Women’s Guild meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 5 (snow date is March 5) at 7:00 p.m. in the
Parlor. Hopefully we will be warm and cozy inside while Joan and Joe share “There’s No Place Like Rome.” If the
weather is questionable, please call the church office or Barbara to confirm that the meeting is being held. Everyone is
welcome!
A thank you from the Women’s Guild - Once again the congregation responded when the Guild presented another
request to help others. Thirty people volunteered to "adopt" a nursing care resident at Phoebe Richland and purchase
two gifts on the resident's wish list! So many offers but only 15 names were given to us. Those 15 shoppers had their
purchases delivered on December 17. The gift bags were bright and cheery, and we are sure the receiver felt the same
way! Thank you ALL for opening your hearts and offering to help. Come and enjoy the next Guild meeting on February
5 at 7:00. Make new friends and brighten a winter evening!
Dear Friends, We have been touched by the outpouring of generosity to the Schuylkill Association Disaster Fund. Your
donation will help us as we participate in the Unmet Needs Committee in Schuylkill County. The focus of that
committee right now is to help those with limited means to get heat back to their home or provide for other repairs to
make sure their home is safe, secure and sanitary. FEMA has just announced that they will offer the VALOR program,
which will provide an oil burner or other heating system to those affected by the flooding. With VALOR and the
generous donations of you and many others, the few remaining homes without heat will have it soon. We will also
provide other needed repairs. Thank you so much for your very generous gift! Sincerely yours in Christ, Rev. Maureen
Duffy-Guy, Treasurer, The United Church of Christ, Schuylkill Association Disaster Fund

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING – Worship with us at 9:15 each Sunday morning for a time of hymns, scripture readings, choir
anthems, and sermon following a traditional order of worship.
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT – SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP - Come out at 5:15 pm for our Sunday Evening service in the Chapel
for a time of music, teaching, and discussion.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
QUAKERTOWN PA
Permit No. 115

First United Church of Christ
151 S Fourth St
Quakertown, PA 18951
TIME VALUE – DO NOT DELAY
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER

