November, 2018

LETTER FROM THE DONIGIANS
During a recent worship service, an elderly woman named Mary fainted and struck her head on the end of the pew.
Immediately an EMT in the congregation called an ambulance. As they strapped her to a stretcher and got ready to
head out the door, Mary regained consciousness. She motioned for her daughter to come near. Everyone thought she
was summoning her strength to convey what could be her final words. The daughter leaned over until her ear was at
her mother’s mouth. “My offering is in my purse,” she whispered.
This story brought a smile to our faces, and we hope it did to yours as well. We love Mary’s sense of commitment. We
can assume she was a regular church attender and brought her offering each Sunday. We and other churches find that
often, when people are away for a Sunday, they do not give that Sunday and do not make up for it before or later. This
weakens all our activities that depend on regular income.
Here’s another story that might prove interesting:
A man once came to Peter Marshall, former chaplain of the US Senate, with a concern about tithing. “I have a problem,”
he said. “I have been tithing for some time. It wasn’t too bad when I was making $20,000 a year; I could afford to give
up $2,000. But now that I am making $500,000, there is no way I can afford to give away $50,000 a year.”
Peter Marshall reflected on this wealthy man’s dilemma but gave no advice. He simply said, “Yes, sir. I see that you
have a problem. I think we ought to pray about it. Is that all right?”
The man agreed, so Dr. Marshall bowed his head and prayed, “Dear Lord, this man has a problem, and I pray that You
will help him. Please reduce his salary back to the place where he can afford to tithe.”
We know that all that we have has been given to us by God – our families, our world, our talents, even the money we
have to support our households. The weeks of November, preceding Thanksgiving, have been set aside for us to focus
our attention on the financial life of First Church. We need more than money – the time, talents, and dedication of our
members are equally important. All of these needs of our programs can be met if we share with the church those gifts
that God has bestowed on us all. Please prayerfully consider what God-given gifts you can bring to support First
Church and in doing so, you will be giving back to God. That would make God smile!
Blessings and peace,
Pastors Doug and Joyce

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 4
GUEST ORGANIST - On October 21, we welcomed our guest organist, Abbey C. Abbey will also be with us on November
4. Thank you, Abbey!

NEED A CHURCH HOME TO CALL YOUR OWN? The pastors will be conducting a New Member class in the very near
future and welcoming new members into our Church Family. If you would like to become a member of First Church,
please speak with Pastor Joyce as soon as possible or email her at pastorjoyce@firstucc.net.
NOVEMBER 4 – ALL-SAINTS SUNDAY - On Sunday, November 4, we will remember those loved ones who have passed
on in the last year.
NOVEMBER 11 – VETERANS SUNDAY - On Sunday, November 11, we will honor those who have served (or are
serving) in our military.
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER - Call the church telephone answering machine, which will be updated with the
latest information (215-536-4447) or you can check Channel 69 website at www.wfmz.com (click on “school
closings,” click on “church/worship/ libraries.”)
THE LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY PROGRAM (LIHEAP) may be able to help keep families safe and healthy. You can
call the National Energy Assistance Referral (NEAR) project for more information. This is a free service providing
information on where you can apply for LIHEAP. Call 1-866-674-6327. LIHEAP brochures are also available in the
Church Office.
THANKSGIVING TURKEYS AND DINNERS - For the past several years, we have offered a free dinner for our
congregation and the Quakertown community on Thanksgiving. This year it will be at 2:00 p.m. on November 22. To
do this we need volunteers to help cook, serve, and clean up after the meal. We also need donations of turkeys here
several days before Thanksgiving. In the past years this meal has been delicious and well received. Please let us know
if you can supply a turkey or help with the meal by signing up at the S.I.G.N. board next the Church Office. Pastors Doug
and Joyce
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS - Christmas poinsettias are placed in the church every year “In Memory of” or “In Honor
of” family members or friends. If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia and you are not currently on the list, you may
call the Church Office and give us your name and how you want the tribute to read in the Christmas Eve bulletin insert.
The cost for each poinsettia is $6.75. The deadline for ordering plant(s) will be December 3.
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT – SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP - Come out at 5:15 p.m. for our Sunday Evening service in the
Chapel for a time of music, teaching, and discussion. Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of every month.
GIANT GIFT CARDS will be on sale on the first Sunday of every month in the Narthex after the service. YouthWorx has
a limited supply of gift cards in stock, ready for you. Thank you.
HYMN REQUEST – If you have a favorite hymn or love an anthem that you would like to hear the choir sing, please
place it on the sheet at the S.I.G.N. board! Your requests are incorporated into the worship service in a timely basis.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES so please join us. First Family (baby - 2 years), Faith Factory (ages 3 – 14)
and High School students will meet in classroom #6. All other classes will begin in their class location. You are welcome
to invite friends and family to join you, everyone is always welcome at First Church! If you have any questions, please
contact Linda Friday in the Church Office.
ADULTS IN THE CHAPEL SUNDAY CLASS – Sundays 10:30-11:30 am. Join us any Sunday! The beginning two weeks
of November will find us completing our "Lazarus Awakening" study and journey. November 18 and 25 we will view
a DVD: Joshua: One Man Holds the Answer, based on the bestselling novel by Joseph Girzone. "When Joshua moves to
the outskirts of Auburn, he awakens the curiosity of the small town. The locals can't seem to shake the feeling that
they've known him for years. Their attention intensifies as Joshua shatters prejudices, misconceptions, and even
seems to perform miracles! But many remain suspicious---what exactly is Joshua up to? In the end, it is the answer to

that question which is nearly extraordinary as the discovery of that same transforming power in each of their own
hearts". Wishing you the gift of faith and the blessing of hope this November and Thanksgiving season. Lisa Miller
CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP will be held on Sunday, December 2 at 3:00. Mark your calendars and keep a look out for
more information and sign-up sheets for crafters, helpers, bakers and participants!
LADIES BIBLE STUDY - Join the girls on Wednesday mornings from 10:00-12:00 in the Chapel for Biblical study,
prayer, and fellowship. We are working through the Max Lucado DVD series, Traveling Light, which focuses on the
promises of Psalm 23. Come every week or just when you can make it! Everyone is welcome!

COMMUNION
Holy Communion will be celebrated on the following Sundays at 9:15 am (unless otherwise noted)
 Advent Sunday, December 2 at 9:15 am
Holy Communion will also be celebrated on the first Sunday evening of every month at 5:15

COUNCIL NEWS
At the regular meeting of the church council, led by Karen W., on October 8, the following matters of business were
attended to:
 On behalf of One Dream Mission Team, Linda F. gave council a recap of the trip to Camden, NY.
 The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. The next meeting of council is scheduled for November
12.
 Council will meet for a Saturday session on November 3.
 Stage Update report was received – project is moving forward.
 Food Truck Festival – Details were made for our event on Friday, October 19.
 Kitchen Ministries reported chili was served in September, pork and sauerkraut will be served in October.
 Property Committee reported that carillon projects continues to move forward.
 Women’s Guild met on October 2, angels were made for shut-ins.

DISASTER RELIEF UPDATE
On Tuesday, October 16, members of the Disaster Relief Task Force got
together to assemble 17 clean-up bucket kits and to fill 16 hygiene kits!

FINANCE COMMITTEE
2019 budget requests are due now. Please forward any information
and/or requests to the Church Office or to a member of Church Council or
the finance committee as soon as possible.

FIRST CHURCH COOKBOOK
Share your recipes with dear First Church...
You as a church accepted this challenge and exceeded the cookbook committee’s expectations. Typing of recipes is
completed and we have reached the 300 mark. If typing the recipes and the photography of this book is any indication
of the finished product, this cookbook will be stunning and one will not know which recipe(s) to make first as they all
sound very yummy and delicious.

We have a special offer to congregation members and friends beginning Sunday, November 18 until November 30.
Preorder a cookbook or more than one and you will pay $10.00 for 1 cookbook and $45.00 for 5 cookbooks. In
addition, we will make your holiday shopping complete as we are offering your cookbook to be gorgeously giftwrapped, or ready to give in a designed gift bag, adorned with handmade ornament. For those of you that have
preordered a cookbook(s), we are so excited with this response as well. However, we kindly ask you to fill out a
preorder form, because now prices have been established and we want to be able to offer you our gifting options too.
The reservation on the recipe submission form was a guideline only for the committee. Please return your Preorder
form with your selections and payments to the Church Office by November 30. Preorders will be available for pickup
beginning Sunday, December 2. Regular pricing will take place on December 1, so don't miss this special opportunity
just for you. Please see the insert in this newsletter for how you can reserve and purchase your own 55th
Commemorative First Church Cookbook for yourself, family, friends, and get your holiday shopping completed as well
as upcoming birthday, new home, bridal shower celebrations and more.
So as November brings us Thanksgiving, let us thank you and God for all the recipes and fellowship shared through
the years past and in years to come. Blessings, Lisa M. and the Cookbook Committee
"Always give thanks for everything to God..." - 1 Thessalonians 5:18

2018 HURRICANE SEASON
Do you Have Loved Ones in the Carolinas, in Florida, or Georgia? Please let the church office know if you have loved
ones effected by Hurricanes Florence or Michael, so that we can be praying for them. Please provide the name of the
town and state that they live in.
HURRICANE FLORENCE - We are thanking God that our connections in the Carolinas on were kept safe through the
storm:
 Don and Nancy’ son, Dean, and his family live slightly southwest of Raleigh, North Carolina
 Ruth and Stan’s grandson, Andrew and his family, were evacuated from their home in Whispering Pines, North
Carolina.

KITCHEN MINISTRIES
NOVEMBER FOOD PANTRY Items of the Month are: Potatoes (instant mashed, scalloped), Gravy, Canned Sweet
Potatoes, Canned Cranberries, Stuffing Mix, Canned Pumpkin. (Food Pantry Items of the Month are coordinated with
predictable sales cycle for each calendar month.)
OCTOBER COMMUNITY DINNER - On Thursday, October 18, we served 80 guests: cranberry roasted pork,
sauerkraut, smashed potatoes, buttered peas, gravy and applesauce. There were many words of thanks! The Blue
Team did an amazing job of prepping, serving and of course the endless job of clean-up! Our next dinner is Thursday,
November 15 at 5:30. Please join us!
BLESSING BAGS - Coming soon by the sign-in table near the office. There will be gift bags for you the take, fill and
return by Sunday, December 9 for our Community Dinner guests. There is a lot of appreciation for these personal care
items! Please see the list that is in each empty gift bag. Our goal is 100 bags so please take as many as you are willing
to do.

MISSIONS
MOMENT FOR MISSION - The lyrics to one of my favorite songs says:
Jesus, help us carry You alive in us; Your light shines through.
With every act of love, we bring the kingdom come.

God put a million, million doors in the world for His love to walk through;
One of those doors is you
Every week in our sending we speak of opening the door to our hearts, so God can enter our lives. I think of it not so
much as a door into us, but a door through us. I believe we are doors for His love to enter the world, we are called to
love others, and we are called to use our hands and hearts to do the will of God. Will you open your door, so God may
walk through you into the world? Will you use your hands and heart to do the work of God? Di D.
HANDS AND HEARTS (the new name of our local mission team) - Volunteer opportunity: Starting October 15th, the
Drop will be open as a drop-in center for teens and twenty-somethings at the log cabin building at the Quakertown
Memorial Park! We will be open Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:00-6:00 pm. We're looking to have a team of
people volunteer one day a month (i.e. the 3rd Wednesday of every month, etc).
 Outreach opportunity: Please get the word out to any youths that might want to come and fellowship at the
Drop.
 Donation opportunity: The Drop would be happy to receive some extra games or furniture.
 Prayer opportunity: Please be in prayer that we would attract and connect with these youth in a meaningful
way, and that Jesus would be the center of these budding relationships.

MUSIC NEWS
FESTIVAL CHOIR HAS BEGUN – You are invited to join the Festival Choir for the 2018 Christmas in Quakertown
concert on Saturday, December 1. Rehearsals are on Monday nights at 7:30.
CHRISTMAS IN QUAKERTOWN - Mark your calendars for the annual Christmas in Quakertown concert on Saturday,
December 1 at 7:30 p.m., featuring the Festival Choir, The Quakertown Band, Sanctuary Bells, and First Voice. It's a
great way to begin the Christmas season, so be sure to join us, and tell your friends!
SPONSORS NEEDED - To help defray the costs of Christmas in Quakertown, please use the First UCC Music Series
coupon below and place in the offering plate, drop off or mail to the Church Office. Thank you for your support.
2018 FIRST UCC MUSIC SERIES PATRON
Yes, I/we want to give support to the First United Church of Christ Music Series and help underwrite the cost of
Christmas in Quakertown as a patron. (Please fill in this form and return it with your contribution to First United
Church of Christ.)
____Benefactor for $100.00
____Donor for $25.00
____Sponsor for $50.00
____Friend for $10.00
Please make your tax deductible check payable to First United Church of Christ and mail it to us at 151 S Fourth St,
Quakertown, PA 18951. Thank you for your support!
Name:___________________________________________

SYMPATHY
We extend our sympathies to Marilyn and her family at the passing of Frank on October 1. Their First Church family
will miss him a great deal.
We also extended our condolences to Nedra and her family the passing of her husband, Al, on October 4.

THANK YOU
Thanks to all for your kindness, cards, thoughts, and prayers on the passing of our loving husband and father. - Marilyn,
Tom, and SueEllen

WOMEN’S GUILD
THANKOFFERING - The Women’s Guild would like to thank everyone that contributed to our Thankoffering on
October 14. Donations are still being accepted. We hope to get them to the Schuylkill Association before the bitter cold
sets in. As Pastor Jones reported, there are people who lost their heaters and need replacements now. If you wish to
contribute, please do so as soon as possible. Be sure to mark it Thankoffering. If you already gave your offering, thank
you so much!
PHOEBE RICHLAND HEALTHCARE UNIT is in search of people that would be willing to “adopt” a resident at Christmas
and purchase two gifts for that person. The Women’s Guild has agreed to spearhead this project.
Phoebe would provide the resident’s first name and a wish list of two items that the resident would like to receive. The
gift must be what is on the list. If the item is clothing, size will be provided. They ask that the giver try their very best to
provide the item as listed.
The lists will vary but some examples of items requested last year are: body powder, sweatshirts, sweat suits, candy,
cardigan sweaters, and body lotion. The two gifts can be provided by a single person or several people can go together
to buy the gifts for one resident.
The deadline for making this commitment to adopt a resident is November 11th and you will have the name and list of
items within a few days of this date.
The gifts need to be placed in gift bags and the deadline to bring it to the church is December 9th. The guild will deliver
the gifts to Phoebe.
If you are willing to make a Phoebe healthcare resident’s Christmas happier by “adopting” someone, or if you have
questions, please contact womensguild@firstucc.net.
WOMEN’S GUILD - The next meeting of the Women’s Guild will be on Tuesday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. featuring
Christmas Communion, led by Pastor Joyce and program “The History of the Candy Cane as it Relates to our Faith.”
Mark your calendars now - everyone is welcome to attend. The next Women’s Guild meeting will be February 5 (Snow
date March 5).
WOOFI IS AN ADORABLE STUFFED PUPPY. Woofi shares God’s love with children around the world. Embroidered
on the underside of the ears are the words “Precious are the feet who bring the Good News” and “Jesus loves you.”
Woofis are a project of the Women’s Guild and are available at a cost of $20. This makes a very meaningful gift for any
occasion and would be a great Christmas gift idea. There is a sample in the narthex. To purchase a Woofi, please contact
womensguild@firstucc.net. or the church office.
REDNER’S SAVE A TAPE - The Guild sincerely appreciates the congregation’s assistance in saving register tapes from
Redner’s. Aside from donations, this is our only source of income and it helps us to do projects such as our Love
Packages and gifts for our shut in members at Christmas and Easter. However, please do not cut off the bottom of the
receipt - we have been told by Redner’s that the ENTIRE receipt must be turned in. Redner’s is very forgiving on the
length of time we have for submitting the receipts. We have plenty of time so if you prefer, you can hold the receipt
until after you have used your gas points and then turn it in but please don’t cut it off. Any partial receipts need to be
discarded as Redner’s won’t accept them. Thank you for your help!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING – Worship with us at 9:15 each Sunday morning for a time of hymns, scripture readings,
choir anthems, and sermon following a traditional order of worship.
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT – SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP - Come out at 5:15 pm for our Sunday Evening service in the
Chapel for a time of music, teaching, and discussion.
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